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2017
Thursday  
28 September

John Scarborough Memorial Lecture Pots, pins and other 
possessions, things that people owned in the High Middle Ages’
Professor David Hinton 
University of Southampton

Tuesday  
24th October

Equity and co: Leicester’s pioneering 20th century worker co-
operatives
Professor Peter Ackers, Professor of Employment Relations, 
De Montfort University

Wednesday 
22nd November

Annual General Meeting 
Followed by: New discoveries at Bradgate Park – preliminary 
results from the third season of excavation 
Dr Richard Thomas,
School of Archaeology & Ancient History, University of 
Leicester

Thursday 
7th December

Captain Pouch and the East Midlands Enclosure Riots of 1607 
Len Holden
Market Harborough Historical Society

2018
Thursday 
11th January

The Viking Great Army and the Making of England
Professor Julian D, Richards 
Department of Archaeology, University of York

Thursday  
8th February

The rise and fall of cult worship in the Gwash Valley of Rutland
Jim Brown
Museum of London Archaeology

Thursday
22nd February

Members’ Evening (presentations of Members’ current 
research)
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This was held on Thursday 24 November at the Guildhall. The chair was taken by 
our Vice President, Robert A. Rutland.

The LAHS Management Committee met on five occasions in the year, twice in 
our library at the Guildhall and three times (when the Guildhall is too cold!) at the 
Belmont Hotel. The Society’s Trustees met separately at meetings of the Finance Sub-
committee on two occasions at the offices of our financial advisers, Charles Stanley. 
At 30 April 2018, our membership stood at 447 persons and 57 institutions, an 
increase of 27 over last year.

First, I am pleased to report that our outgoing President, Michael Wood, 
graciously accepted our offer of a lifetime Vice-Presidency and, as you can see, Bob 
Rutland has now assumed the role of President of the Society.

One of the major decisions taken in 2017–18 was that we should fund a half-
time Special Projects Officer who would further the aims of the Society by organising 
such things as the Beaumanor History Fair, developing the web site, improving our 
publicity and outreach via social media, organising events and providing general 
support for the committee, including taking the minutes at meetings. Joe Hall, who 
took up this position in July 2017, is an archaeology graduate with considerable 
experience of making the archaeology and history of the County accessible to the 
public as a whole, particularly through his time with the Charnwood Roots project 
and from when he worked at the Richard III centre. 

In his first year, he has achieved a huge amount. Members will have noticed that 
we now have a regular News and Events email with information on talks, events 
and opportunities, both within the Society and externally. Joe has also revived the 
Society’s Social media accounts on Twitter and Facebook with considerable success, 
achieving many thousands of ‘hits’ and our media presence continues to grow. In 

Thursday
8th March

W. Alan North lecture Roman London’s First Voices: the 
Bloomberg Tablets and their archaeological context
Roger Tomlin, Emeritus Fellow of Wolfson College, Oxford 
and John Pearce, Department of Classics, Kings College, 
London

Thursday
12th April

Stibbe’s Secrets Revealed: Unearthing Roman mosaics, houses, 
and streets in Leicester
Gavin Speed 
University of Leicester Archaeological Services

Thursday
26th April

How to read a church – the view from the Middle Ages 
Miriam Gill
University of Leicester

Thursday
24th May

‘Let steeple bells be swungen’: the history and archaeology of 
bells and bellfounding
Chris Pickford
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November 2017, the most popular post on both platforms was advertising for the 
Society’s new research fund, which altogether had 1,589 views. 

Joe has also completed the project to digitise Transactions and The Historian 
which I started some years ago and the content is now all fully searchable, reducing 
our reliance on the published index to find often obscure references. That the project 
has been a huge success is shown by the many thousands of downloads of content by 
people from all over the world. The web data has grown massively since inception 
and to ensure that this valuable resource is preserved and that there is continued 
public access, it has been decided to lodge it with the Archaeology Data Service in 
York. This will involve a considerable amount of data preparation work by Joe, 
with assistance from Matt Beamish our membership Secretary.

Joe organised a free and very popular History Fair at Beaumanor Hall in April 
2018, building on similar events organised by Caroline Wessel on a number of 
occasions in the past. Marking the centenary year of the Armistice, the event had an 
overall theme of World War 1 and was well supported with stalls manned by local-
history groups and members of the Society, attracting over 2,500 visitors. Short talks 
were given, half covering the Great War theme and half on a wider range of topics 
relating to the history and archaeology of the county. A measure of the success of 
the event is shown by a survey of a sample of visitors, the majority of whom said 
the day matched or exceeded expectations. All of them said they would like to see 
more fairs in future. The committee subsequently agreed that it would hold the 
fair every two years. We are very grateful to Joe for organising this very successful 
event, to members of the Society for helping out on the day and to the Leicestershire 
Transport Heritage trust for providing a classic bus to transport visitors to and from 
Quorn and Woodhouse station on the GCR.

Several other initiatives were established during year, in line with the Society’s 
objectives. These included an emergency acquisitions fund to assist with the purchase 
of significant items of local archaeological or historical interest by either the Record 
office or the City and County museum. In addition, we plan to establish a Public 
Heritage fund to provide resources for local groups to bring their work to a wider 
audience. The detail for this fund is currently being worked out. 

Starting in Autumn 2018, the committee agreed that annual prizes of £250 
would be awarded to the history or archaeology student gaining the highest marks 
in their final year dissertation at each of the three local universities (Leicester, 
Loughborough and De Montfort), conditional on the topic relating to a local 
subject. Free membership of the Society (without publications) is also to be made 
available to students.

Perhaps the greatest change in the Society’s activities in 2017 has been an 
increase in the sums awarded as research grants to a maximum of £20,000 pa with 
the intention of attracting more applications to undertake quality research on the 
county’s archaeology and history.

New Research fund guidelines have been devised by Marilyn Palmer and 
Chris Dyer and these, together with the application form, have been posted on the 
Society’s website. We are very grateful indeed to them for their considerable efforts 
on the Society’s behalf and for making themselves available to comment on draft 
applications, thereby ensuring a high standard of submission. 
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The trustees of the Research Fund agreed the following grants during the year:

£750 for dendrochronology dating of one of the original timber posts at Leicester 
Castle. This is a subject close to my heart, and it is particularly gratifying to know 
that the Society’s support for this project has made it possible to demonstrate that 
the earliest phase of this building dates to 1137–62, so making it the earliest standing 
aisled hall in the UK, a structure which we now know survived the sack of Leicester 
by Henry II in 1173. In the light of this dating and recent archaeological discoveries 
in the north court during restoration works by De Montfort University, Nick Hill 
has brought a fresh eye to the interpretation of the architectural phases of the Great 
Hall.

£1150 has been awarded for a professional archaeologist to supervise survey and 
excavation of the Ashby Canal at Ilott wharf in Measham. This was in connection 
with a HLF grant for survey, analysis of available Lidar data of the remaining 
unwatered section of the canal between Snarestone and Measham where clearance of 
scrub on the former Ilott wharf had revealed substantial traces of a former tramway 
and loading dock where coal was transferred on to the canal boats.

£5000 has been awarded as an initial first year payment of a three-stage grant, to the 
Victoria County History Trust to enable research and publication of a paperback 
history of the parish of Lutterworth. 

£1760 as payment for the first year of a two stage grant for Rupert Birtwhistle to 
undertake photography and data analysis of a collection of about 800 stone artefacts 
from the Scalford area in the possession of Dr Alan Massey of Loughborough 
University. 

Additional funding of £19,145 has been approved for the last two projects over a 
three-year period. 

The main Committee also agreed to provide financial support for the following 
projects:

• £300 for local events for the 2017 Festival of Archaeology
• £1000 towards the purchase Scalford Sword Pommel
• £250 in support of a conference on Luther in the East Midlands
• £1054 for the printing of ‘Beaumanor 1915–1939: the Curzon Herrick Years’ 

by Caroline Wessel
• £600 to ‘Knighton Remembers’, a WWI project masterminded by Margaret 

Bonney.
• £500 was donated to the Leics. and Rutland Family History Society as a thank 

you to them for hosting our committee meetings for several years.

Behind the scenes, many other committee members have been working hard on our 
behalf. Our Hon Sec Chris Jordan has (amongst many other duties) been wrestling 
with the conversion of the Society to a Chartered Incorporated Organisation or 
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CIO; our retiring Treasurer, David Howell, has ably managed funds considerably 
in excess of what one might expect for a Society like ours. Yolanda Courtney, 
our lectures secretary, organised an exciting and informative range of ten public 
lectures, across a wide spectrum from the Roman era to the 20th century. Whilst the 
popularity of the lectures is very pleasing, to an extent we have been victims of our 
own success as there have been cases of overcrowding, sometimes to the extent that 
the museum has denied entry to some members. Plans are afoot to address this. The 
high standard and variety of content of the Society’s publications continues to be 
maintained, for which grateful thanks go to the editors of Transactions, Jill Bourne 
and John Thomas; the editor of the Historian, Joyce Lee and the newsletter editor, 
Cynthia Brown. Cynthia is also a major contributor of reviews to The Historian.

Last but not least, I should also like to record our thanks to Aubrey Stevenson, 
who has now served the Society as Honorary Librarian for about 35 years and is 
also the longest standing member of the committee. Aubrey maintains our library 
and opens it up at weekends for members to consult our extensive collection of 
archaeological and historical volumes. He notes that library usage remains at a low 
level, with just nine users across 14 afternoon openings. Although a valuable heritage 
asset, its diminishing use continues to be of concern – so please visit and keep him 
company! Amongst other things, Aubrey also scans the local press for mentions of 
the Society, for other material of interest to our membership and regularly answers 
queries. The library has also been the repository for the Society’s miscellaneous 
papers – these have now been listed by Aubrey in preparation for deposit with the 
Record Office. So a huge thank you to Aubrey for all his hard work on our behalf.

Richard Buckley
Committee Chairman
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY
2017–2018

President 
R. A. Rutland M.A., F.M.A

Honorary Life Vice President
Prof. Michael Wood PhD.

Vice Presidents 
The High Sheriff of Leicestershire
The Chairman of Leicestershire County Council 
The Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor of 

Leicester 
J. D. Bennett
P. J. Boylan, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.G.S., F.M.A., 

M.B.I.M.
R. J. B. Keene, Dip.Arch., R.I.B.A.
O.D. Lucas 
Jean E. Mellor, B.A., F.S.A., M.I.f.A. 
Joan F. M. North (to 26/10/18)
Squire G. de Lisle
G. T. Rimmington, B.Sc. (Econ.), M.A., M.Ed., 
L. Tharp, M.A. (Cantab.), Hon. D. Art, F.S.A. 
D. L. Wykes, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.Hist.S.
 
Honorary Secretaries 
C. P. Jordan, B.Sc., C.Chem., M.R.S.C. (General)
M. Beamish, B.A., A.C.I.f.A (Membership)
Yolanda Courtney M.A., Ph.D. (Lectures)
Hon. Treasurer
D. Howell
Hon. Editor, Transactions
Jill Bourne, M.A., Ph.D.
Hon. Editor, Leicestershire Historian
Joyce Lee, M.L.S., B.A., Dip.Lib., M.C.L.I.P.
Hon. Editor Newsletter
Cynthia Brown B.A.
Hon. Librarian 
A. W. Stevenson, M.C.L.I.P. 

Trustees of the Leicestershire Archaeological and 
Historical Society 

M. Beamish, B.A., A.C.I.f.A. 
R. J. Buckley, O.B.E., B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., 

MC.I.f.A. 
Yolanda Courtney, M.A., Ph.D.
C. P. Jordan, B.Sc., C.Chem., M.R.S.C.
A. W. Stevenson, M.C.L.I.P. 
D. L. Wykes, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.Hist.S. (to 29/8/18)

Trustees of the Leicestershire Archaeological 
Research Fund 

P.J. Boylan, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.G.S., F.M.A., M.B.I.M. 
P. Liddle, M.B.E., B.Sc., AMA
Deirdre M. O’Sullivan B.A., M. Phil.
Marilyn Palmer, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. 

Representatives on other bodies 
Council for British Archaeology
Marilyn Palmer, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. 

Conservation Advisory Panel, Leicester City 
Council 

Christine Jordan B.A., M.A.

University of Leicester Court 
G. T. Rimmington, B.Sc. (Econ.), M.A., M.Ed., 

Ph.D., F.C.P. 

Committee 
R. J. Buckley, O.B.E., B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., 

M.C.I.f.A. (Chairman)
Caroline Wessel, M.A., A.L.C.M., O.St.J. (Vice 

Chairman) 
C. C. Dyer, C.B.E., B.A., Ph.D., F.B.A., F.S.A., 

F.R.Hist.S. (Vice Chairman) 
Wendy Scott, M.A., (Vice Chairman)
Hon. Secretaries (General, Membership and 

Lectures) 
Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Editors
Hon. Librarian
R. P. Jenkins, B.A., M.A., D.A.S.
Marilyn Palmer, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
D. Ramsey, B.A. 
Helen Sharp, M.A.

Networks Project Officer 
J. Hall B.A.


